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nce, and Jreland, Defender of 
ons, Deans, and their OiEcials, 
Juſt a&c, Mayors, Sheriffs, Bayliffs, 
J Conſtables, Church-wardens, Chappelardens; Hea pllectorsfor'tlic oor, angtheir Overlcers: And alloto all 
Officers of Citics, Boroughs, and Tovee Dorats 4. Agd atio rogfotherdr-Qioers, Mi ifters, and Subjects, whatſoever 
they-be, as well zvithia liberties as withenaas nit] | —Lyercas We are credibly given 
"ro utiderſtand, $7 the humble Petition ofa Bayh, and Burpellcs, ana orher EP diſtreſſed Inhabitants of Our 
Town of Northampton ; as alſo by a Cereficate-miade at the General Quz rter-Seſſhons'of -rhePeace, holden at the Town of 
Northampton for the County of Northansfn., oh Tueſday the Fifth ax of ply 4 {ter the Hands and Seals of Our 
Truſty and Well-beloved, the Right HotlyrableFames Earl of Northampton, atid alto of SirYzchard &4insford Kinght, one of 
His Majeſtics Juſtices of the Court of Kgs-Bench;Sir Sammel Clark Knegbt: Groyge:.Clark; Wiiam Tate, Richard Raimsford jun, 
Miles Fleetwood, Henry Edmonds, Goddard Anberton, Fohn willughby, Edniina'Sayer, william Waſhblp ne, Tohn Creſwell, william Buckby, 
Francis Morgan, and Brian Fanſen , Eſquir$, Thatupon-44nday the Twentieth day of Septeſpber laſt paſt, about Twelve of 
the clock in the ſame day, it pleaſed God that there happened a {udden and moſt dreadful Fire @Þ the ſaid Town of Northampton, 
which broke forth ſo violently and furiouſly, that in leſs than the ſpace of ſihours it burnt to the ground and conſumed the Dwling-houſes and Habitations of 
above ſeven hundred Fanlies, together with their Shops, and greateſt part @& their Wares in their Shops, their Malt-houſes, Ytables , and other Out-houſes , 
and the greateſt part of heir Goods, Houſhold-ſtuff, Malt, Corn, Grain, Hay$nd other their Proviſions, the loſs amounting tF the Sum of One hundred twa 
thouſand and eight pound,, four ſhillings, and ſix pence , as appeared upon OFh to' Our ſaid Juſtices of the Peace , beſides the Ws of many perſons Eſtates, not 
included in the faid Sum; together with the great and principal Pariſh Churkþ of 4 Saints, and other publick Buildings,. amouſing tothe value of about Fifty 
thouſand pounds more : By reaſon whereof, the ſeveral Families of the ſaid dfrefled Inhabitants are ſo poor, andaltogether deſtitige of habitations, that they are 
ready to ſtarve with hunger and cold, and the greateſt number of them rediiced to that miſerable poverty , that they are neitheFable to rebuild their houſes, nor 
{upport their Wives and Children, but are utterly ruined, without the reliefpnd charitable benevolence of well-diſpoſed Chrgfians: And therefore they have 
moſt humbly beſought Us, that We would be gracioufly pleaſed to take inta@nſideration their preſent lamentable and diſtrefſe&condition , and to grant unto 
them Our Letters Patents under Our Great Seal of Exg/ands, for a GeneralYolle&ion within this Kingdom'of Eng/ana, Our D@ninion of wales, and Town of 
Berwick upon Tweed : Wg therefore commileratigg their ſad and diſtreſſedgondition have condeſcended to their humble requeſts, and do recommend the 
diſtreſſed and deplorable ayadition of the ſaid poorVutferers to the pious andtharitable thoughts and conſiderations of Our faig loving Subjects, deſiring that 
theſe Our Letters PatentMay not be looked won asan ordinary Brief, but ds recommend the (ad condition of theſaid diſtrelld] Sufferers , as a very fit Object 
for their liberal alms andWMaritable benevolence. Know ye therefoze > Thazof Our ſpecial Grace and Princely Compaſhon', We have given and granted, and 
by theſe Our Letters Pagats under Our Great Seal of Erg/and , do give and grant unto the ſaid poor diſtreſſed Sufferers ,:aygÞ their Deputy and Deputies , 
the Bearer and BearergWeof (authoriſed and deputed in that behalf, as aftgwards in'thele Preſents is appointed) full powergkicenſe, and authority , ro ask, 
gather, receive, and y ke ne Alms and charitable Benevolence of all Our Subjects ,- not only Houſholders , but allo Servits, Strangers, and others, in 
all and every thai ies, Town, CinqueBexts, Towns Co Om 19; - —Privikdgcd-Placcs; heo{eEhappelriesy Viltrges 5 
Hamlets, and ices whatſoever , within Our Kingdom of Erzland, Dominion of wales, and Town of Berwick upon Tweed, for and towards the 
ſupport and relies aid poor Sufferers, TUherefoze We require and command you,and every of you,that at ſuch time and times,as the Deputy and Deputies, 
and the Bzarcr and Be hereof, ſhall come and repair to any of the Towns, Pariſhes, Churches, Chappels, Congregations, or other places, to ask and 
receive the Alps andritable Benevolence of Our faid loving Subjects , quietly to permit and ſuffer them fo to do, without any manner your letts or 
contradictions ; but toWaiding and aſſiſting to them therein : And you thelaid Parſons, Vicars, and Curates, upon ſome Lords-day, ſoon after that theſe Our 
Letters Patents ſhall be Wduced , and the true Copies thereof tendred unto you, osthe ſaid Church-wardens or Chappel-wardens reſpettively, and beforethe 
expiration of theſe PreicAits, deliberately and affectionately to publiſh and detlare the tenor of the ſame unto Our loving Subjets, and earneſtly to exhort , 
perſwade, and ſtir them up, to extend their liberal Contributions towards the ſaid great Loſſes; and to collec, or cauſe to be collected , the Alms of Our ſaid 
loving Subjects : And for The better and more effectual colleQing thereof, you the ſaid Church-wardens , Chappel-wardens, Collectors tor the poor , and their 
Overlcers, reſpectively, within the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, and theweekly Bills of Mortality , and inall other Cities, Corporations, Market Towns. 
Pariſhes, YOug s, and Haihlets, within Our faid Kingdom of England, Duaminion of wales, and Town of Berwick upon Tweed, are to go from houſe to houlc 
upon the Week-days next following after the publication of theſe Preſents , tacolle& the Alms of our ſaid loving Subjects, and the ſum or ſums of money fo 
reſpectively collected by virtue of thele Preſents, to endorſe upon thele Our Letters Patents , or the ſaid Copies, in words at length and not in figures , together 
alſo with the Names of the Counties, Cities, Univerſities, Towns, Pariſtes, and Chappelries, reſpectively, and alfoin another Writing, tobe ſigned in like 
manner, to exprels the ſeveral Names and Qualities of the reſpeive Givers, Donors , and Benefactors, within the ſaid ſeveral Citics, Univerſities, Towns 
Corporate , Parithes, and Chappetries, and the ſum and ſums by them reſpetively given : And you the ſaid Church-wardens , Chappel-wardens , ColleQors 
and Overſeers for the poor , in Our ſaid Cities of London and Weſtminſter , an oe weekly Bills of Mortality', are hereby required to deliver ſuch Briets ſo endorſed, 
and ſuctfCatalogue of Benefactors ſo had and taken, within Our ſaid Cities of| Lodo and weſtminſter, and weekly Bills of Mortality, together with the Money 
that ſhalÞbe colle&ted and received within the ſame, unto Our Truſty and Wdl-beloved, Sir James Langham Baronet, and Sir Robert Clayton Knight and Alderman 
of the City of Zonden, whom We do hereby appoint Treaſurers and Receivejs thereof, in truſt, to be diſpoſed as is herein after expreſſed: And you the aid 
Church-wardens, Chappel-wardens , Colle&ors and Overſeers for the pooy, in all other Our Cities, Univerſities, Towns Corporate , Boroughs , and 
priviledged places whatever, thfoughout Our Kingdom of England, Domiion of wales, and in Our Town of Berwick upon Tweed, are hereby required to 
deliver (uch Briefs ſo endorſed, and ſuch ſum or ſums of Money , with mtv "ty and Writings, as ſhall be ſo made, gathered and collected , within all your 
reſpective Cities, Univerſities, Towns Corporate, Boroughs, and priviledg@ places whatever, as aforeſaid, to the Mayor or other Head Officer of the ſame : 
And you the ſaid Churc ens, Chappel-wardens, Colle&ors and Ovexfers for the poor, in all other Towns, Villages, Hamlets, and places not herein 
before otherways appoin are hereby required to deliver ſuch Briefs ſo en@rſed, and all ſuch Writings, together wit all* uch ſum and ſums of Money as 
ſhall be reſpectively by you made, gathered , and colle&ed, unto the reſpe&i High Conſtable, or other ſuch like Officer , in whole Diviſion you are : Which 
ſaid Mayors or ether Head Officers , High Conſtable or other ſuch like Office, are hereby required ſafely to pay and deliver the ſame Monies and Papers, unto 
the Bearer and Bearers hefGf, authoriſed as herein is appointed , whenſoeveryouſhall be by them , or any of them, thereunto required, but to noother perſon 
or perſons whatſoever ; whole receiving thereof , together with their or any o their Acquittanceor Acquittances, ſhall be your ſufficient diſcharge for ſodoiog : 
Which ſaid Bearer and Bearers hereof , are hereby willed and required , upo _—_ of the ſaid Monies, forthwith to pay the ſame , and todeliver all the ſaid 
Copies and Writings , unto Our Truſty and Well-beloved, the Right Honpurable Fames Earl of Northampton, John Lord Burleigh, Henry Lord Obryan ; and 
ro Our Truſty and Well-beloved , Edward Knighton Mayor of the Town of Njthamptox, or the Mayor of the ſaid Town for the time being , Sir RichardRainsford 
Knight, one of the Juſtices of His Majeſties Court of Kings-Bench, Sir William Farmer, Sir John Holman, Sir James Langham Baronet, Sir Edmund Bray , 
Sir william Pargiter , Sir $ olarke , Sir Robert Clayton, Knights, George Clarke, william Tate, Henry Edmonds, Robert Heſtlerig, Thomas mes John willughby, 
Alexander Ekins , Franch 3, Charles Fleetwood, John Thornton , willew Buckby , Thomas Ward , Thomas CAndrews, Fohn Hart , Salathiel Lovell, william ps, W 3 
Eſquires z and the two Jes of Peace for the Town of Northampton for the time being , or any five or more of them ; whony We do hereby appoint to be 
Truſtees and Treaſurers fFWereof , for the ſaid diſtreſſed Sutferers. Ind laſtly Our Will and Pleaſure is , that no perſon or perſons whatſoever, ſhall colle& or 
receive the ſaid Money , &For from the ſaid Mayors and other Head Officers, High Conſtables and other Officers, or any of them, bur ſuch as ſhall be authoriſed 
and appointed fo todo , by Deputationin writing , under the Hands and Seals of the ſaid Truſtees and Treaſurers, or any five or more of them : And that the ſaid 
Treaſurers, and the Survivor and Survivors of them, or the major part of them, ſhall diſtribute all the ſaid Monies , which ſhall be ſo celleQted by virtue of 
theſe Our Letters Patents, amongſt the ſaid poor Sufferers: Any Law, Statute, Ordinance, or Proviſion, heretofore made to the contrary notwithſtanding. Jn 
witneſs whereof, We | RE theſe Our Letters to be made Patents, and to continue-until the Five and Twentieth day of December , which ſhall be in the 
Year of Our Lord God Qpe Thouſand Six Hundred Seventy and Seven, and fſþ longer. TUitneſs Our Self at weſ{mixſfter, the Sixth day of November, in the Seven 
and Twentieth Year of Qur Reign. GOD SAVE THE KING. Dmith. 


LONDON, Printed by #I1LLIAM GODBID, Dwelling in Little-Brizain, 1675. : 
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